
Anavo Therapeutics is the first company to systematically drug phosphatases, a rich target 

space previously considered undruggable for decades. We have attracted world-leading 

scientific expertise in phosphatase-driven disease biology and drug discovery to unlock the 

full potential of phosphatase-targeted allosteric modulators. In oncology, Anavo is 

developing multiple 1st in class therapeutic programs, and will build on partnerships around 

its platform to establish a rich pipeline across several indications. The company is backed by 

blue-chip investors. 

With fresh funds from a significant seed financing round, we are currently establishing our 

research facility in Heidelberg and are searching for a 

Vice President Biology 

to build out and lead a team that will provide innovative solutions to facilitate Anavo 

Therapeutics’ oncology drug discovery efforts focused on, and advancing the 

understanding of phosphatase modulation. 

You should be a creative individual and a critical thinker supporting the company to build a 
culture of innovation and a highly effective biology team developing deep expertise in 
phosphatase modulator profiling. The candidate will build up and lead the Phosphatase-
Biology Platform Team at Anavo Therapeutics and will report into the CSO of the company. 

The ideal candidate will need to fit into an energizing and supportive startup culture and 
should bring corresponding experience. 

The candidate will: 

• support independently the design, planning, and execution of strategies that 
contribute to ongoing small-molecule drug discovery research activities, and the 
phosphatase target family-directed platform development, 

• strive for innovation and will implement new experimental techniques and 
approaches that can answer critical scientific questions to inform go/no-go decisions 
for phosphatase modulator campaigns, 

• support the company to establish and manage collaborations with a network of 
external partners, and academic and industry advisors, 

• provide key contributions to new discovery projects that will constantly improve the 
internal target family-centric biology platform by critically reviewing, proposing, and 
implementing e.g. new assay technologies, new target-engagement experiments, and 
processes that contribute to achieving the research goals, 

• build and lead a team of Cell Biology experts that will focus on aspects of target 
validation, target engagement, signal transduction modulation by chemical 
compounds resulting from hit identification, lead finding, and lead optimization 
campaigns, 

• outline and operationally conduct the establishment of a biology-centric phosphatase 
modulator platform emphasizing target family-specific elements, thus providing the 
company a strategic advantage over potential competitors, 

• have experience to operate result-oriented within budgetary boundaries, 
• have worked in Venture Capital-backed companies and will play an instrumental role 

in fund raising activities of Anavo Therapeutics. 



The candidate will have: 

• a PhD in cell and/or molecular biology or relevant fields such as pharmacology,  
• a 15+ years of scientific leadership track record in the pharmaceutical and biotech 

industry, 
• comprehensive Expertise in Oncology with a focus on translational aspects, i.e. 

development of biomarker and PD marker strategies, 
• to lead efforts to position small molecule modulators of phosphatases for current 

and new oncological disease indications, 
• experience in entertaining portfolios of different projects in small-molecule drug 

discovery with a strong focus in oncology, progressing projects through the discovery 
and pre-clinical development phase to IND stage, 

• a collaborative mind-set combined with the ability to delegate effectively, 
• advanced skills in building up from the ground a biology platform team, 
• the ability to handle parallel tasks efficiently, identifying key areas of scientific 

opportunities, and delivering within strict deadlines, 
• strong oral and written communication skills,  
• hands-on experience with target identification and target validation aspects by virtue 

of small-molecule modulation of scrutinized phosphatase targets, 
• experience in building a team in a start-up environment from the ground up, 
• experience working with and managing CROs and academic collaborators, for 

lead/drug discovery and translational/pre-clinical activities. 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Dr. Birgit Zech, CEO 

bzech@anavotx.com 
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